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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


:o: 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Swansea  Port  Sanitary  Authority 

Joint  Board. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925. 

The  general  information  is  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the  Docks 
Superintendents  of  the  various  Docks  and  Harbours. 

TABLE  I. 

THE  PORT  OP  SWANSEA. 

Of  the  large  Ports  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  Swansea  is  the  nearest  to 
the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

It  is  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  great  Anthracite  areas  of  the  South 
Wales  Coalfield. 

The  harbour  is  commodious,  sheltered  and  safe. 

The  docks  are  extensive  and  modern,  great  developments  having 
taken  place  in  recent  years,  and  the  largest  class  of  vessels  is  accommodated. 

The  Swansea  District  is  a hive  of  industry,  there  being  nearly  500 
works  and  collieries  within  a radius  of  twenty  miles  of  the  port.  Swansea 
is  an  excellent  distributing  centre  for  the  populous  districts  of  South  Wales. 
The  Great  Western  and  London,  Midland  & Scottish  Railways  have  direct 
access  to  the  Port,  and  competition  is  keen. 

Swansea  is  one  of  the  principal  outlets  for  the  products  of  the  Midlands, 
and  is  the  home  of  the  British  Tinplate  Trade. 

Dimensions  of  Docks. 

KING’S  DOCK. 

Area,  71  acres.  Lineal  feet  of  Quay,  13,500  feet.  Entrance  Lock, 
875  feet  long  and  90  feet  wide. 

QUEEN’S  DOCK. 

Area,  150  acres  and  is  used  by  the  National  Oil  Refineries  Company 
for  the  importing  and  exporting  of  Petroleum. 
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PRINCE  OF  WALES  DOCK. 

Area,  28  acres.  Lineal  feet  of  Quay,  6,000  feet.  Entrance  Lock, 
460  feet  and  59  feet  6 inches  wide. 

NORTH  DOCK  & BASIN. 

Area,  14  acres.  Lineal  feet  of  Quay,  5,500  feet.  Entrance  to  the 
Basin,  58  feet. 

SOUTH  DOCK  & BASIN. 

Area,  18 \ acres.  Lineal  feet,  6,550.  Entrance  Lock,  335  feet  and  58 
feet  wide.  

TRANSIT  SHEDS  AND  WAREHOUSES. 

The  following  extensive  transit  sheds  and  warehouses  for  General 
Traffic  have  been  erected  by  the  Swansea  Harbour  Trust  at  Swansea  Docks 
with  Quayside  and  Railway  facilities  : 


Area  of  Transit  Sheds 

Dock. 

or  Warehouses. 

King’s  Dock 

114,130  sq.ft. 

No.  1 & 2 Emergency  Sheds 

288,000  „ 

Prince  of  Wales  Dock  .... 

222,677  „ 

North  Dock 

34,526  „ 

South  Dock 

63,667  „ 

Riverside  Wharf 

8,326  „ 

imports  and  exports  for  the  years  1924  and  1925  are  as  follows 

1924 

1925 

Imports. 

Tons 

Tons 

Iron  Ore 

60,629 

50,244 

Copper  and  other  Ores 

66,208 

118,223 

Iron  and  Steel 

160,955 

108,649 

Timber  and  Deals  .... 

34,335 

40,270 

Pitwood  and  Mining  Timber 

106,270 

85,920 

Grain  and  Flour 

106,723 

94,831 

General  Merchandise 

196,994 

134,467 

Building  Sand 

9,533 

26,465 

Oil  

1,068,490 

1,038,397 

Total 

1,810,137 

1,697,466 

o 


Exports. 

1924 

1925 

Tons 

Tons 

Cement 

— 

3,622 

Coal  and  Coke 

3,524,506 

3,238,651 

Patent  Fuel 

474,969 

423,543 

Iron  and  Steel  Rails 

22,621 

8,959 

Tinplates 

621,523 

545,072 

Grain  and  Flour 

17,214 

17,346 

General  Merchandise 

69,057 

153,392 

Oil  

847,874 

942,934 

Total 

5,577,764 

5,333,519 

Total  Imports  and  Exports  7,387,901 

7,030,985 

The  trade  of  the  Port  is  almost  worldwide,  cargoes  of  wheat  and  other 
cereals  and  foodstuffs  arriving  from  Australian,  Indian,  North  and  South 
American  ports  (East  and  West  Coasts)  minerals  of  all  descriptions  ; also 
a busy  trade  is  carried  on  with  Belgium,  Holland,  Germany,  Denmark, 
Sweden  and  Norway,  also  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Greece,  etc., 
in  food  stuffs  and  other  miscellaneous  cargoes. 

There  are  numerous  lines  of  steamers  trading  between  Swansea  and 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Merchants  thus  have  frequent  and  regular  opport- 
unities of  shipping  large  or  small  consignments. 

OIL. 

The  National  Oil  Refineries,  Ltd.,  which  is  allied  with  the  Anglo- 
Persian  Oil  Company,  have  acquired  a vast  area  of  land  for  the  erection  of 
wharves,  gantries,  pipe  lines,  refineries  and  storage  tanks. 

The  new  Queen’s  Dock,  opened  by  her  Majesty  the  Queen  in  July,  1920, 
is  utilised  by  the  National  Oil  Refineries  for  the  discharging  of  vessels 
bringing  crude  oil,  and  the  shipment  of  the  refined  product. 

A subsidiary  company — British  Tanker  Co.,  Ltd. — have  a great  fleet 
of  tank  steamers,  each  of  8,000 — 10,000  tons  capacity  for  service  to  and 
from  Swansea  to  Abadan  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  via  Suez  Canal. 

Extensive  facilities  are  being  provided  for  bunkering  vessels  using 

oil  fuel. 

At  the  new  jetty  adjoining  the  entrance  to  the  King’s  Dock  the  largest 
liners  will  be  able  to  replenish  their  bunkers  at  any  state  of  the  tide. 


NEATH  HARBOUR  AND  BRITON  FERRY  DOCK,  Etc. 


COMMISSIONERS. 

The  Mayor  and  four  selected  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Neath  and 
their  Town  Clerk  for  the  time  being. 

The  owners  (being  male  persons)  of  the  several  Estates  and  Canals 
following  : — The  Briton  Ferry  Estate,  the  Gnoll  Estate,  the  Dyffryn 
Estate,  the  Neath  Abbey  Estate,  the  Tennant  Estate,  and  one  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Neath  Canal  Navigation.  The  Chief  Agent  of  the  Briton 
Ferry  Estate,  the  Chief  Agent  or  Lessee  of  the  Briton  Ferry  Iron  Works, 
the  Cape  Copper  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  the  Main  Colliery  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  18  Security 
Holders. 

At  Neath  Town  there  are  several  wharves,  including  the  Corporation 
Quay. 

The  Main  Colliery  Co’s.  Wharves,  with  a water  frontage  of  1,500  feet, 
are  situated  in  the  estuary  of  the  River  Neath,  at  a distance  of  a mile  from 
Briton  Ferry  Dock.  The  tipping  stages  are  eight  in  number  and  are  so 
arranged  that  three  tips  can  be  put  to  work  simultaneously  on  the  same 
vessel.  Steamers  of  800  tons  burthen  have  arrived,  loaded  and  sailed  on 
the  same  tide.  Vessels  of  1,800  tons  burthen,  with  a draught  of  17  feet, 
can  be  easily  dealt  with  on  spring  tides. 

In  the  River  at  Briton  Ferry  there  are  wharves  at  the  Briton  Ferry 
Iron  Works,  Briton  Ferry  Steel  Works,  Villiers  Tinplate  Works,  Gwalia 
Tinplate  Works,  and  the  Albion  Steel  Works. 

Trading  to  the  first-named  works  are  vessels  drawing  18  to  19  feet  of 
water,  with  a burthen  of  3/3500  tons. 

The  Briton  Ferry  Steel  Go’s.  Wharf  has  a frontage  of  140  feet,  and  is 
adapted  for  steamers  not  exceeding  1,000  tons  burthen. 

Thos.  W.  Ward’s  Ship-breaking  Yard  is  situate  at  Giant’s  Wharf, 
three-quarters  of  a mile  from  Briton  Ferry  Dock.  This  Wharf  has  a total 
length  of  1,200  feet. 

Briton  Ferry  Dock  : — Length  of  Dock  1,600  feet. 

Width  of  Dock  ....  ....  400  ,, 

Width  of  Entrance  ....  50  ,, 
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The  following  is  the  trade  of  the  Port : — 

Coal,  Coke  and  Culm. 

Iron  Ore. 

Scrap  Iron. 

Tinplates. 

Miscellaneous. 

There  are  22  Collieries  in  West  South  Wales  Coalfield  for  which  the 
Neath  Harbour  is  the  natural  Port  of  shipment.  There  are  also  1 1 Tinplate 
and  Steel  Works  in  the  Neath  and  Briton  Ferry  Districts.  The  trade  is 
with  the  North  French  Ports,  Bay  Ports  and  Coastwise. 

PORT  TALBOT  DOCKS. 

Port  Talbot  Docks  is  situate  in  Swansea  Bay  about  six  miles  from  the 
Mumbles  Head  Lighthouse  and  about  five  miles  from  Swansea.  The 
Entrance — 700  feet  wide — is  between  the  heads  of  the  two  Breakwaters. 

NEW  LOCK. 

Length,  450  ft.  Width,  110  ft.  Width  of  Entrance,  60  ft. 

NEW  DOCK. 

Area,  24  acres.  Width  of  Entrance,  60  ft. 

OLD  DOCK. 

Area,  52  acres.  Width  of  Entrance  between  Old  and  New  Docks, 
80  feet. 

The  New  Lock  communicates  with  the  whole  water  space  of  the  Docks, 
New  and  Old. 

The  Port  Talbot  Docks  are  the  nearest  to,  and  have  the  cheapest 
Railway  rates  from  the  upper  end  of  the  Rhondda,  the  lower  part  of  the 
Vale  of  Neath,  and  from  the  Llynvi,  Garw,  Ogmore  and  Ely  Valleys  ; 
and  by  means  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  communication  is  opened 
with  the  Anthracite  and  the  Aberdare  Coalfield  from  which  districts  coal 
is  conveyed  at  through  rates. 

IMPORTS. 

Tar  and  Pitch,  Gas  Coal,  Copper,  Silver,  Lead,  Tins  (with  their  Ores 
and  Alloys)  Zinc  Ores  and  Alloys,  Iron  Ore,  Iron,  Steel,  Pig  Iron  and 
Castings,  Timber  (sawn  and  hewn),  Pitwood,  Bricks,  Slates,  etc.,  Cement, 
Sulphur  Ore,  Pyrites,  Salt  and  Chemicals,  General  Merchandise. 
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EXPORTS. 

Coal  and  Coke,  Patent  Fuel,  Copper,  Spelter,  etc.,  Iron,  Steel  Rails, 
Castings,  etc.,  Tin,  Teme  and  Black  Plates,  Fire  Clay,  Alkali,  Super- 
phosphate, Arsenic,  etc. 

Numerous  Steel,  Iron,  Tin  and  Copper  Works  are  in  close  proximity. 
The  trade  is  general  Scandinavian,  French,  Bay,  Mediterranean,  South 
American  Ports  and  Coastwise. 

PORTHCAWL. 

The  outer  harbour  is  administered  by  the  Porthcawl  Urban  District 
Council  and  the  inner  Harbour  is  administered  by  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company.  The  dock  gates  are  kept  continually  open  making  a 
tidal  harbour  of  the  docks  which  is  now  considerably  silted  with  mud  and 
sand.  There  is  very  little  trade  carried  on  ; a few  small  vessels  coastwise 
with  building  material,  and  obsolete  war  vessels  are  brought  to  the  inner 
harbour  for  breaking  up. 


TABLE  II. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

“BRITISH  CAPTAIN,”  s.s.,  British,  crew  41. 

This  vessel  arrived  a.m.  tide  8th  January,  1925,  from  Abadan,  Suez 
and  Port  Said  and  when  I boarded  her  on  arrival  at  H.M.  Customs  Boarding 
Station,  King’s  Dock,  I examined  all  persons  on  board  and  found  no  case 
of  sickness  on  arrival. 

The  personal  effects  of  H.  Wardle,  fireman,  were  on  board.  This  man 
died  of  smallpox  (Variola)  at  Abadan  on  the  29th  November,  1924.  Upon 
investigation  I find  this  man  who  was  a fireman  on  the  s.s.  “BARDISTAN” 
(British),  was  signed  off  the  articles  of  this  vessel  on  the  14th  October,  1924, 
being  under  treatment  in  the  Civil  Hospital  at  Basrah  (Mesopotamia), 
suffering  from  venereal  disease.  He  was  discharged  from  this  hospital  on 
the  18th  October,  1924,  with  discharge  certificate  that  he  was  fit  for  work. 

No  arrangement  could  be  made  to  enable  him  to  reach  the  United 
Kingdom.  On  the  20th  October,  1924,  he  was  sent  to  Abadan  for  his 
onward  passage.  Passage  was  secured  on  the  s.  s.  “ BRITISH  CHAN- 
CELLOR,” as  D.B.S.,  which  sailed  from  Abadan  on  the  23rd  October,  1924, 
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but  was  sent  from  the  Bar  suffering  from  Dysentery  and  admitted  into  the 
Anglo-Persian  Oil  Company’s  Hospital  at  Abadan  where  venereal  disease 
again  re-asserted  itself,  together  with  smallpox,  and  died  on  the  29th 
November,  1924,  from  Empyema  following  smallpox. 

I had  the  personal  effects  removed  to  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital 
for  fumigation  and  then  handed  over  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  transmission 
to  the  next  of  kin. 

“ ANDALUSIAN,”  s.s.,  British,  crew  32. 

This  vessel  arrived  p.m.  tide  10th  January,  1925,  from  Hull,  and 
when  I boarded  her  on  arrival  at  H.M.  Customs  Boarding  Station,  King’s 
Dock,  I found  that  A.  Sinclair,  age  21,  sailor,  had  complained  of  sickness 
the  day  after  leaving  Hull.  A rash  appeared  on  the  9th  instant  ; upon 
examination  I found  him  to  be  suffering  from  measles  with  well  developed 
rash  on  body  and  temperature  103  degrees.  He  was  removed  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  instant  in  the  Borough  Ambulance  to  the  Borough 
Isolation  Hospital,  foreshore,  with  all  his  personal  effects.  The  berth  on 
board  was  fumigated.  He  was  discharged  from  hospital  on  the  4th  Feb., 
1925. 


“ CITY  OF  BRISBANE,”  s.s.,  British,  crew  85. 

This  vessel  arrived  a.m.  tide  13th  February  from  Calcutta  and  Dunkirk. 
The  Master  reported  on  arrival  that  Thaker  Meah,  a native  fireman,  was 
removed  to  the  smallpox  hospital  at  Dunkirk  on  the  9th  instant  suffering 
from  smallpox,  together  with  his  personal  effects.  His  berth  was  fumigated 
and  all  members  of  the  crew  vaccinated.  I found  no  further  cases  and  the 
vessel  was  kept  under  observation  during  her  stay  at  Swansea.  On  the 
20th  instant  56  lascar  members  of  the  crew  were  transferred  to  the  s.s. 
“ KARROO.”  This  vessel  was  also  kept  under  observation.  No  further 
cases  were  reported. 

“BRITISH  ARCHITECT,”  s.s.,  British,  crew  41. 

This  vessel  arrived  p.m.  tide  6th  March,  1925,  from  Abadan,  Suez  and 
Port  Said,  and  when  I boarded  her  on  arrival  at  H.M.  Customs  Boarding 
Station,  King’s  Dock,  the  Master  reported  that  J.  Gondie,  seaman,  was 
landed  at  Port  Said  on  the  19th  February,  1925,  suffering  from  Enteric 
Fever,  together  with  his  personal  effects  his  berth  had  been  fumigated. 

I examined  all  persons  on  board  and  found  no  further  cases  of  sickness. 
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“ ENID  DUNFORD,”  s.s.,  British,  crew  12. 

This  vessel  arrived  from  Rouen  p.m.  tide  on  the  29th  March.  Master 
reported  that  on  the  27th  March,  Peter  Henry,  A.B.,  was  removed  to  the 
hospital  at  Rouen  suffering  from  measles,  together  with  his  personal  effects. 
All  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  The  vessel 
was  kept  under  observation  during  her  stay  at  Swansea  and  no  further 
cases  of  sickness  occurred. 

“ BROADGARTH,  s.s.,  British,  crew  26. 

This  vessel  arrived  p.m.  tide  on  May  30th  from  Alexandria,  via  Hull. 
The  Master  reported  on  arrival  that  two  firemen  were  landed  at  Gibralter 
on  May  6th,  suffering  from  Smallpox. 

The  firemen’s  forecastle  was  fumigated  and  the  remainder  of  the 
crew  re-vaccinated  ; no  further  cases  were  reported  up  to  the  time  of  the 
vessel’s  arrival  at  Swansea  and  was  visited  daily  during  her  stay  at  this 
port.  The  vessel  sailed  for  Alexandria  p.m.  tide  June  11th.  No  further 
cases  of  sickness  occurred. 

Aug.  1st.— “ BRITISH  AMBASSADOR,”  s.s.,  British,  crew  40. 

Arrived  King’s  Dock  Lock  a.m.  tide  from  Abadan,  Suez  and  Port  Said 
and  was  boarded  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Master  reported 
having  on  board  a distressed  British  seaman  who  was  brought  home  after 
being  in  hospital  suffering  from  Enteric  Fever,  but  was  now  convalescent. 
All  persons  on  board  were  examined  and  no  cases  of  sickness  were  discovered 

Oct.  6th.— “ MARIE  LOUISE  MACKAY,”  s.s.,  British,  crew  72. 

Arrived  a.m.  tide  and  was  boarded  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
who  examined  the  crew  and  found  a sailor  suffering  from  suspected  Diph- 
theria. The  patient  was  removed  together  with  his  personal  effects  to  the 
foreshore  isolation  hospital  in  the  Borough  Ambulance. 

The  sailors’  forecastle  and  ship’s  hospital  were  fumigated  with 
sulphume. 

Nov.  13th. — “ ARDGLASS,”  s.s.,  British,  crew  14. 

Arrived  p.m.  tide  and  was  boarded  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
who  discovered  the  Chief  Officer  suffering  from  the  after  effects  of  a mild 
return  of  dysentery.  He  was  recommended  to  return  home  for  a rest 
and  advised  as  to  treatment.  The  remainder  of  the  crew  were  found  all 
well. 
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Nov.  23rd. — “ GERMINAL,”  s.s.,  French,  crew  28. 

This  vessel  arrived  from  Antwerp  p.m.  tide  and  was  visited  by  your 
Inspector.  The  Master  reported  four  cases  of  sickness  on  board.  A Doctor 
was  in  attendance  who  certified  two  cases  of  influenza,  one  malaria  and  one 
mental ; the  latter  was  removed  to  hospital  in  the  Police  Ambulance. 

On  November  25th,  J.  He’Teil,  fireman,  age  41,  was  removed  to  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary,  followed  on  November  26th  by  Pierre  Belst,  sailor, 
age  36.  Dr.  W.  M.  Williams,  of  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  certified  the  two 
cases  as  typhoid. 

The  sailors’  and  firemen’s  forecastles  were  fumigated  with  sulphume, 
the  forecastle  water  closets  were  deodorized  with  carbolic  acid  and  the 
fresh  water  tanks  were  emptied,  cleaned,  cement- washed  and  re-filled  with 
fresh  water  for  domestic  purposes.  The  vessel  sailed  on  the  p.m.  tide, 
27th  November,  and  no  further  cases  of  sickness  were  reported. 
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TABLE  III.— Form  A. 


Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  Sanitary  District  during  the  Year 
1925. 


Number  Inspected. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective. 

Number 

of 

Orders 

issued. 

. Number. 

Tonnage. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

FOREIGN. 

Steamers 

♦Motor 

2213 

28 

3,187,304 

18,734 

j-  158 

2,241 

352 

352 

Sailing 

63 

9,562 

— 

63 

4 

4 

Fishing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Foreign 

2,304 

3,215,600 

158 

2,304 

356 

356 

COASTWISE. 

Steamers 

♦Motor 

2,935 

179 

1,597,560 

13,134 

} ’ 

3,114 

225 

225 

Sailing 

118 

6,102 

— 

118 

6 

6 

Fishing 

952 

87,172 

— 

952 

61 

61 

Total  Coastwise 

4,184 

1,703,968 

2 

4,184 

292 

292 

Total  Foreign 
and  Coastwise  . . . 

6,488 

4,919,568 

160 

6,488 

648 

648 

* Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  Steamers. 


TABLE  IV. — -Form  B. 


Rats  destroyed  in  1925. 


No.  of 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

May  j June 

Jly. 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 
in  year 

Black  Rats  ... 

116 

84 

109 

144 

64 

65 

117 

107 

131 

38 

13 

0 

988 

Brown  Rats  ... 

187 

125 

103 

72 

131 

113 

150 

83 

53 

130 

47 

207 

uoj  'a 

27 

Rats  examined 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

Rats  infected 
with  Plague 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil. 

Rats  not 
infected 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil. 
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TABLE  V. 

CHOLERA,  YELLOW  FEVER  AND  PLAGUE  ORDER 
(9th  September,  1907) 

OF  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 

All  vessels  arriving  directly  and  indirectly  from  Infected  and  Suspected 
Ports  were  boarded  at  H.M.  Customs  Boarding  Stations  and  were  dealt 
with  in  accordance  with  the  above  Order. 

The  occurrence  of  Plague  and  Cholera  at  Abadan  (Persian  Gulf)  and 
in  the  area  of  the  Suez  Canal  and  Egypt,  all  ships  arriving  from  these 
infected  ports  are  boarded  and  all  persons  on  board  medically  examined. 
A list  of  these  vessels,  with  results,  will  be  found  in  Table  VI.:  “Precautions 
against  Plague  ” — Form  C. 

It  seems  probable  that,  with  the  still  unsettled  state  of  the  middle 
East  and  the  Eastern  Mediterranean,  the  risk  of  the  spread  of  Infectious 
Disease  is  not  going  to  be  diminished  for  some  time,  but  rather  will  be 
considerably  increased  as  and  when  the  Black  Sea  Ports  are  again  open  for 
trade.  Plague,  Cholera,  Typhus  and  Smallpox  are  rife  amongst  the  refugee 
population  of  southern  Russia  and  Asia  Minor. 


TABLE  VI.— PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  PLAGUE— FORM  C. 
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Table  VI. — Precautions  against  Plague.— Form  C (continued). 
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Table  VI.— Precautions  against  Plague.— Form  C ( continued ). 
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Table  VI. — •Precautions  against  Plague. — Form  C ( continued ). 
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Table  VI. — Precautions  against  Plague. — Form  C ( continued ). 
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Table  VIII. — Other  Cases  of  Sickness — Swansea  (continued). 
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TABLE  IX. 


During  the  year  the  following  Grain  Vessels  were  examined  : — 


Date 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Nationality. 

Where  from 

Action  taken  and  Remarks. 

1925 

Jan.  9 

Silver  Ash,  s.s.  ... 

British 

Karachi  via 

Antwerp 

Crew  40  ; all  well  on  arrival 

Mar.  12 

Newaster,  s.s.  ... 

do. 

Rosario  via 

Teneriffe 

Crew  28  ; all  well  on  arrival 

Apr.  4 

Dongarra,  s.s.  ... 

Australian 

Sydney,  N.S.W., 
via  Pirie  and 
Alexandria 

Crew  53  ; all  well  on  arrival 

May  11 

Roxby,  s.s. 

British 

Banbury,  via 
Durban  and 
Las  Palmas 

Crew  32  ; all  well  on  arrival 

July  30 

Tremayne,  s.s.  ... 

do. 

Rosario,  Villa 
Constitution 
and  St. 
Vincent 

Crew  26.  Two  sailors  were 
ill  during  the  voyage  with 
Malaria,  and  two  appren- 
tices have  been  in  hospital 
at  Santos  suffering  from 
Malaria. 

Aug.  7 

Portsea,  s.s. 

do. 

Sydney, 

N.S.W. 

Crew  31  ; all  well  on  arrival 

„ 29 

Gardelaki,  s.s.  ... 

Greek 

Tunis  and 
Oran 

Crew  2 1 ; one  fireman  suffer- 
ing from  a non -infectious 
ailment. 

Sept.  22 

Camberley,  s.s.  ... 

British 

Rosario,  Monte 
Video  and 
St.  Vincent 

Crew  29  ; all  well  on  arrival 

Oct.  4 

Marchioness 

of  Bute,  s.s. 

do. 

Novorissisk 
via  Belfast 

Crew  34  ; all  well  on  arrival 

„ 27 

Leaside,  s.s. 

do. 

Konigsberg 

Crew  13  ; all  well  on  arrival 

Nov.  7 

Antiope,  s.s. 

do. 

Rosario, 

St.  Nicholas, 
Monte  Video, 
Cape  de  Verde 
and  Falmouth 

Crew  25  ; all  well  on  arrival 

„ 19 

Gilwen  Manor,  s.s. 

do. 

Eupatoria, 
Theodosia  and 
Portishead 

Crew  26  ; all  well  on  arrival 

Dec.  5 

Lena  Larsen,  s.s. 

German 

Lubeek 

Crew  15  ; all  well  on  arrival 

„ 10 

Ambleside,  s.s.  ... 

British 

Wismar 

Crew  15  ; all  well  on  arrival 

„ 14 

Harriet,  s.s. 

German 

Danzig 

Crew  14  ; all  well  on  arrival 

„ 25 

Trelawney,  s.s.  ... 

British 

Novorissisk 
via  Plymouth 

Crew  27  ; all  well  on  arrival 
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TABLE  X. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (VENEREAL  DISEASES) 
REGULATIONS,  1916. 

The  Clinic  for  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  was  opened  at  the 
Swansea  General  and  Eye  Hospital  on  April  18th,  1917.  Verbal  and  printed 
information  of  this  treatment  is  given  to  the  Masters  and  Crew  of  any 
vessels  entering  the  Ports  found  to  have  any  case  of  Venereal  Disease  on 
board. 

Leaflets  prepared  and  provided  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  giving 
information  on  the  dangers  of  Venereal  Diseases,  and  on  facilities  for 
treatment,  are  also  supplied  to  the  crews  of  vessels  arriving,  by  your 
Inspectors. 

During  the  year  23  cases  of  Venereal  Disease  have  been  sent  to  the 
Clinic  for  treatment. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  for 
treatment  of  these  cases  at  Port  Talbot. 

INFLUENZA. 

The  Local  Government  Board  on  January  7th,  1919,  issued  a General 
Order.  The  Public  Health  (Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  etc.) 
Regulations,  1919. 

By  Art.  2. — These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  March  1st ; 

By  Art.  4. — Notice  has  to  be  given  by  the  Local  Authority  to  all 
Medical  Practitioners  resident  or  practicing  within  the  district  of 
the  Local  Authority  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  these 
Regulations. 

By  these  Regulations  Malaria,  Dysentery,  Trench  Fever,  Acute 
Primary  Pneumonia,  or  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  are  made  notifiable 
diseases,  unless  they  shall  have  been  previously  notified  within  a period  of 
six  months. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Influenza  (including  Pneumonia), 
reported  during  the  year  is  26. 
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The  following  Tables  are  furnished  to  me  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
in  accordance  with  Article  XX.,  Section  12,  of  the  General  Order,  1910. 


Tables  XI.  to  XVI.  show  the  number  and  nationalities  of  vessels  inspected, 
and  the  number  of  nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with  on  board  such  vessels 
during  the  past  year. 

TABLE  XI. 


District. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Total  No.  of 
Persons 
on  Board 
Vessels. 
Inspected. 

Number 

of 

N uisances 
and  Defects 
dealt  with. 

Foreign. 

Coastwise. 

Total. 

Swansea 

1595 

3440 

5035 

90386 

750 

Neath 

86 

149 

235 

2706 

78 

Port  Talbot 

623 

580 

1203 

22733 

363 

Porthcawl 

15 

15 

472 

TOTALS  ... 

2304 

4184 

6488 

116297 

1191 

The  number  of  re-visits  made  by  your  Inspectors  to  enforce  compliance 
with  notices  and  to  inspect  work  in  hand  was  665. 


TABLE  XII. 


The  2304  vessels  from  Foreign  Ports  were  made  up  as  follows 

— 

No. 

No. 

Percentage 

Inspected. 

Defective. 

Defective. 

British  Steam 

1100 

149 

13.5 

„ Sail  

27 

1 

3.7 

Foreign  Steam 

1134 

203 

17.9 

„ Sail  

43 

3 

6.9 

Total  (Foreign) 

2304 

356 

15.4 

The  4184  vessels  from  Coastwise  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

No. 

No. 

Percentage 

Inspected. 

Defective. 

Defective. 

British  Steam 

2295 

128 

5.5 

,,  Sail  ... 

273 

5 

1.8 

,,  Trawlers 

829 

61 

7.3 

,,  Sailing 

123 

— 

— 

Foreign  Steam 

640 

97 

15.1 

,,  Sail  ... 

24 

1 

4.1 

Total  (Coastwise 

4184 

292 

6.9 

All  Vessels — Foreign  and  Coastwise  6488 

648 

9.9 

Motor/Sail 

are  included  in 

Sailing  Vessels. 
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The  following  is  a comparative  summary  of  the  foregoing  defects 

TABLE  XIII. 


XIV.— NATIONALITY  OF  VESSELS  INSPECTED 
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TABLE  XV.  Classified  List  of  Nuisances  and  Defects  dealt  with.  41 


; 

Nature  of  Nuisance  or  Defects. 

Swan- 

sea. 

Neath 

Port 

Talbot 

Porth 
cawl.  i 

Total 

Forecastles,  Berths,  cleaned,  painted,  etc. 

154 

25 

159 

338 

Waterclosets,  ditto 

76 

11 

84 

171 

Peaks  cleaned  and  painted 

1 

1 

Bilges  cleansed  ... 

Defective  or  dirty  Water  Tanks  or  Casks 

5 

5 

Drinking  Water  taken  in  at  suspected  ports 
ordered  to  be  discharged 

4 

4 

Damp  Quarters  caused  by  leaky  decks  over 
Berths,  unlined  iron  decks  over  berths  and 
Defective  Wood  Lining  ... 

43 

9 

5 

57 

Insufficient  Ventilation  of  Crews’  spaces 

2 

2 

Defective  Ventilators  in  ditto 

8 

3 

11 

Insufficient  Lighting  : Defective  Side  Ports, 

Deck  Prisms,  &c. 

64 

23 

71 

158 

Ships’  Gear  kept  in  Crews’  spaces  ... 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Defective  Bulkheads  and  Floors  in  Crews’ 
spaces  and  W.C.’s 

5 

5 

Foul  Accumulations  on  Deck  and  Quays 

146 

3 

149 

Defective  or  dirty  Food  Lockers 

30 

1 

31 

Defective  cable  chain  casing  in  forecastle  or 

1 

1 

defective  or  dirty  alleyways  companionways 

1 

1 

No  Tables  in  forecastles  ; defective  ditto 

30 

2 

32 

Defective  and  dirty  Bunks  in  forecastles 

7 

7 

Defective  and  dirty  forecastle  companions 

Defective  and  dirty  cooks’  galleys  ... 

i 

1 

Defective  and  dirty  vegetable  lockers,  pantries, 
food-bins,  etc.  .. . 

1 

2 

3 

Insufficient  heating  ; Defective  stoves,  and 
stove  pipes,  Radiators,  etc. 

41 

4 

11 

56 

Defective  forecastle  and  berth  doors 

1 

3 

4 

Ship’s  gear  in  W.C.’s,  Bathrooms,  etc. 

10 

7 

17 

Defective  drainage  in  forecastles  & berths 

9 

9 

Verminous  forecastles  and  berths  ... 

56 

10 

66 

Leaking  hawse  pipe  in  forecastles  ... 

7 

7 

Defective  and  Dirty  Fish  Rooms  in  Steam 
Trawlers 

Defective  seats  in  forecastle 

1 

i 

Defective  ladders  in  forecastles,  etc. 

Dirty  messrooms,  bathrooms,  lavatories  and 
Wash-houses  ... 

9 

9 

Insufficient  bunks  in  forecastles 

Defective  Skylight  in  Forecastles  ... 

i 

1 

Defective  drainage,  seats,  doors,  ventilation, 
pans,  troughs,  flushing,  light,  soil  pipes,  etc., 
in  W.C.’s 

26 

1 

1 

28 

Ballast  Tank  leaking  into  Forecastles 

1 

1 

2 

No  Water  Closet  accommodation  provided  and 
insufficient  accommodation 

Water  Closets  used  as  Storerooms  ... 

1 

1 

Defective  Fresh  Water  Pumps 

Defective  Wash-hand  Basins  & Waste  Pipes  . . . 

5 

5 

Holds  and  Peaks  ventilating  into  living  spaces 

Defective  Cabin  and  Forecastle  Staircase 

Steam  Pipe  leaking  into  Alleyway  ... 

2 

2 

Defective  Ventilation  in  Bow  Lockers 

Lamp  rooms  Ventilating  into  Forecastles 

Defective  Ventilators  in  Holds 

Poultry  Pens,  etc.,  cleansed 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

750 

78 

363 

1191 
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TABLE  XVI. 


The  number  of  dirty  beds  destroyed  during  the  year  was  485. 
The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Statutory  ....  ....  ....  13 

Informal  ....  ....  ....  591 

Verbal  ....  ....  ....  44 

TOTAL  ....  648 


Nuisances  in  all  cases  were  abated  on  the  Inspector’s  Notices  and  no 
legal  proceedings  were  necessary. 

During  the  year  the  following  amount  was  received  to  the  credit  of 
your  Authority — £205  16s.  Od. 
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TABLE  XVII. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  Public  Health  (Unsound  Food)  Regulations  Act  of  1907, 
and  the  Public  Health  (Foreign  Meat)  Regulations  of  1909. 


In  accordance  with  the  powers  contained  in  these  Acts  relating  to  the 
inspection  of  Foods  arriving  in  Vessels  from  foreign  and  home  ports  the 
provisions  have  been  carried  out. 

No  chilled  or  foreign  meat  is  imported  in  any  of  the  ports  under  your 
jurisdiction. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  amount  of  food  imports  condemned 
during  the  year  : — 


Description. 

Tons 

Cwt. 

Qr. 

Lbs. 

Ozs 

Fish  (Wet) 

...  19 

...  3 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

do.  (Dried)  ... 

0 

...  G ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

Lunch  Tongue  9 tins 

0 

...  0 ... 

0 

...  7 

...  4 

Condensed  Milk,  70  ,, 

0 

...  0 ... 

2 

...  20 

...  10 

Sardines  ...  9 

0 

...  0 ... 

0 

...  4 

...  12 

Fish  Balls,  ,, 

0 

...  0 ... 

0 

...  5 

...  8 

Fish  (Canned),  7 „ 

0 

...  0 ... 

0 

...  i 

...  10 

Tomatoes,  3 ,, 

0 

...  0 ... 

0 

...  9 

...  0 

Quaker  Oats  ... 

0 

...  10  ... 

3 

...  20 

...  0 

Rice 

0 

...  10  ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

Lard 

0 

...  5 ... 

2- 

...  0 

...  0 

Wheat 

...  27 

...  10  ... 

0 

0 

...  0 

Sugar 

4 

...  3 ... 

2 

...  0 

...  0 

Onions  1 0 bags 

0 

...  10  ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

Edible  Seaweed.  5 ,, 

0 

...  4 ... 

2 

...  0 

...  0 

Potatoes 

...  25 

...  9 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

TOTAL  ... 

...  78 

...  13  ... 

1 

...  12 

...  12 

TABLE  XVIII. 


Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1915. 

The  small  o}rster  beds  at  Mumbles  show  no  evidence  of  sewage  pollu- 
tion neither  do  the  small  mussel  and  cockle  beds  in  Swansea  Bay. 
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TABLE  XIX. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  \st  January,  1920). 


Penalties  lor  failure  to  destroy  Rats  and  Mice. 

Any  person  who  shall  fail  to  take  such  steps  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  necessary  and  reasonably  practicable  for  the  destruction  of  rats 
and  mice  on  or  in  any  land  of  which  he  is  the  occupier,  or  for  preventing 
such  land  from  becoming  infested  with  rats  and  mice,  shall  be  liable  on 
summary  conviction  to  a fine  not  exceeding  FIVE  POUNDS,  or  where 
he  has  been  served  with  a Notice  under  this  Act  requiring  him  to  take 
such  steps,  not  exceeding  TWENTY  POUNDS. 

The  expression  “ Occupier  ” means,  in  the  case  of  land  not  occupied 
by  any  Tenant  or  other  person,  the  Owner  of  the  land. 

The  expression  “ Land  ” includes  any  buildings,  and  any  other 
erection  on  land,  and  any  cellar,  sewer,  drain  or  culvert  in  or  under  land. 

This  Act  shall  apply  to  a vessel  as  if  the  vessel  were  “ Land  ” and  the 
Master  of  the  vessel  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  “ Occupier  ” thereof. 

Posters  and  Notices  are  printed,  copies  of  which  are  supplied  to  the 
owners  and  lessees  of  warehouses  and  sheds  in  the  various  docks,  harbours 
and  rivers  under  your  jurisdiction. 

Periodical  visits  are  made  to  the  various  warehouses  and  sheds  to  see 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  carried  out. 

Copies  of  the  Notices  are  served  upon  the  Masters  or  Officers  in  charge 
of  all  vessels  arriving  in  the  Harbours  under  your  jurisdiction  and  visits 
of  examination  made  for  traces  of  rats  when  possible. 
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Examination  of  vessels  at  the  request  of  Ship  Brokers  and  Masters,  clearing 
for  ports  in  Spain  and  Certificates  of  examination  issued  :— 


I have  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Officers  of  H.  M. Customs 
and  H.M.  Board  of  Trade,  at  the  Ports  under  your  jurisdiction  also  to  the 
Great  Western  Railway  and  the  Dock  Superintendents  and  Dock  Masters 
of  Swansea,  Neath,  Briton  Ferry,  Port  Talbot  and  Porthcawl,  for  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Officers  of  the  Swansea  Port  Sanitary  Authority  Joint  Board 
in  carrying  out  their  responsible  duties. 


SWANSEA— 115.  PORT  TALBOT— 3.  TOTAL— 118. 


Examination  of  vessels  being  fumigated  : — 


SWANSEA— 6.  PORT  TALBOT— 4. 


TOTAL— 10. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


• A 


